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Nothing more intimate has ever been written in music. Nevertheless, I can imagine that the vividness of the Paradise-Birds will appeal to more players. Their fragrant notes are indeed garnished with beauteous colours in the marvellous little arabesques. The mystic trees and sacred bowers do indeed "resplendent shine with the eternal sunset's light" in the resounding chords and rolling arpeggios, symbolic of the mingling of all faded human joys in one; but the piece ends with a "strong aspiring, freed from the sense of separateness and a gladness born of lost delights returning." In this set of Poems, in Egypt and in the Jungle Book we have a contribution fit to rank with the rhapsodies of Liszt, the dances of Chopin, the sonatas of Brahms and mibades of Scriabin.
One of the most attractive of the short pieces is the Sphinx. " It opens with several short phrases, every bar a harmonic question ; the mood alternating between this and a lyric passage. A meditative alto melody supplies contrast. It has a strange feeling of Eastern incantation about it; something like a triumphant solution seems to occur at the climax, but the mysterious incantation and all the old questions return afresh. The piece ends with a satisfying